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+ http://tmubiology.net/natgeohubmeeting/
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The aim of this program was to bring researchers from all over Japan and overseas connected through their
status as National Geographic explorers, and the inaugural National Geographic Explorer Japan Hub
meeting. The National Geographic Japan Hub was formed in January 2025 and comprises researchers
based in Japan and overseas. The mandate of the group is to conduct interdisciplinary research in Japan,
through partnerships generated among the broad disciplinary basis of the Hub members and through
seeking funds from National Geographic and other sources in Japan. The program was successful in holding
its first open public conference at TMU, building links between Hub members, and developing a framework
for future collaborative research. The Hub members continue to meet regularly following the establishment

of this basis and several collaborative projects are currently in development.
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A public conference was held at TMU on January 10, 2026. The meeting was attended by 11 Japan-based
Explorers, as well as members from the Philippines, Thailand, the UK and Portugal, and the regional
manager of National Geographic, Jim Harkness. We had around 30 attendees join the public meeting on
January 10 in addition to the delegates. The public conference was followed on Sunday the 11th with a closed
meeting of Hub members to discuss future plans. A delegate dinner was held at TMU on the 10tk and

farewell lunch on Sunday following the meeting.
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11 researchers joined the meeting from various locations from Hokkaido to Okinawa. We were also joined by
Gab Mejia (Philippines), Sirachai Arunrugstichai (Thailand), Jim Harkness (US), Mayumi Sato (UK) and
Hiroki Kobayashi (Portugal).
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